POLAND A GREAT STATE       393
that the obligation of mutual assistance would remain even if
the League Council failed to recommend it; this was something
new in treaty-making since the Great War and highly important.
The Berlin Press immediately attacked the pact and its protocol,
which was described as nothing but a military alliance directed
against Germany; the organ of the German Foreign Office said
the treaty was in essential contradiction to the true nature of
collective security and utterly undermined the ideals of the
Covenant.
It was about this time that the Warsaw correspondent of The
Times suggested that Polish policy was looking more to England
than to France or the Soviet to determine the attitude which the
rest of Europe should adopt toward Germany, but that as Poland
was anxious not to give offence to France, Germany or the Soviet
her Government Press had refrained from discussing the Franco-
Soviet pact. It was noteworthy, too, that the Baltic States in
conference at Kovno in the first week in May were reported to
be in accord with the views of the British Government about
East European security—collective security covering Germany
and Poland as part of the "general settlement" outlined in the
Declaration of February 3.
Laval's visit to Warsaw—a break in his journey to Moscow—was
set for May 10, but before he left Paris he was informed officially
that Pilsudski was too ill to receive him. Part of the French
Press instantly jumped to the conclusion that the Marshal's
indisposition was diplomatic and advised against Laval's visit
being undertaken as likely to be useless. Several Warsaw papers
reproached France for concluding the treaty with the Soviet.
They said that France and Russia had no common frontier, and
that this alone made the pact meaningless and would cause
uneasiness in Poland, who could not allow Soviet forces going
to the aid of France to cross her territory or even that of the
neighbouring Baltic States. However, when Laval arrived in
Warsaw on May 10 he was most cordially greeted at the station
by Beck—a contrast to the visit of Barthou in the previous year
when Beck did not receive him at the station, because Bartbou
had not received Beck at the station in Paris when the falter
officially visited France in 1933. What the Polish Gwemmeot

